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1
Use natural light

It’s the number one rule – allow for natural light 
wherever possible, ideally from the north and south. 

North light gives warmth and south light glows all day 
without heat load. And make sure to steer clear of harsh 

east and west light in the mornings and afternoons



2
Sight lines to create
a feeling of space
Avoid cramped rooms and connect spaces with 
sight lines. Even locating windows to extend the 
view into the outdoors can give a feeling of additional 
space to a small house or block.



3
Incorporate functionality 

into ‘useless’ spaces
Make best use of transition spaces like corridors 

by giving them an additional function – a library or 
storage spaces or even a study!



4
Outdoor space
is essential!
You can’t live your whole life indoors, so ensure 
that you have useful and fun outdoor spaces to 
enjoy - this means no dark courtyards or undersized 
balconies!



5
Plan for natural 

ventilation
Take advantage of natural ventilation like Perth’s ‘Fremantle 

Doctor’, the afternoon breeze that cools the city on most days. 
Windows, doors and louvres can be positioned to get the 

greatest benefit.



6
Stage your build
If you’re planning on a future family or large 
home but don’t have the finances just yet, design a 
house that can be built in stages. Plan it all out and then 
expand as the need arises



7
Architecture on a budget

If you’re on a budget then spend your money on 
space and function; the finishes and decoration 

can come later.



8
Express your materials
Honesty in your materials means that the natural 
beauty can shine through – natural materials will 
have more lasting character than a plastic knock-off.



9
Play with colour

Don’t be afraid of colour – not everything has 
to be black and white!



10

Don’t worry about what the next owner of your 
house might like; if you build something that works 
then others will love it too. After all, this is your home, not 
theirs.

Design for 
your needs
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